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Imagine a city where the air is filled with a special kind of magic, 

where thousands of years of history can be found around every 

street corner. Well, this city exists and this city is Rome. Set in the 

heart of this city, towering majestically over the labyrinth of modern 

roads and ancient Roman ruins that surround it, is one of the most 

breathtaking amphitheatres in the world - the Colosseum. 
 

Today the Colosseum is a skeleton of its former glory. It was partially 

damaged in 1349 when the south side collapsed. The stone that 

tumbled downwards can now be found in the body of other remaining 

Roman buildings such as palaces, churches and hospitals. Yet, 

enough remains to convey its sheer size and grandeur to all who 

visit. 
 

As you approach this ancient monument, your mouth drops open in 

awe. The four layers, each with an incredible 80 arches, pull your 

eyes around the curved exterior because the Colosseum is in fact 

elliptical in design. Your eyes are then drawn upwards, mesmerised 

by the towering stone blocks all expertly crafted to follow the rise 

and fall of the continuous series of graceful arches.   
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Work on the structure first began in 70 BC by the Flavian Emperor 

Vespasian as a gift to the Roman people. The intention was to create 

a place of such magnificence and wonder that the people of Rome 

would enchanted by what they had seen and in return, be thankful 

to the ruling Emperors.  
 

Once the Colosseum was built, the citizens of Rome were certainly 

entertained. The Colosseum was home to celebrations, animal fights 

and month-long entertainment in the form of martial sports and 

games. Dramas based on Roman mythology were also performed here. 

Amazingly, mock sea battles were even held by flooding the arena 

with water. Yet the Colosseum is most well-known for the gladiatorial 

combats that were held within. Tickets for all these spectacles were 

highly sought after and eager spectators would queue for hours just 

to get one.   
 

You might think that controlling 50,000 excited Roman citizens before 

and after one of the Colosseum’s events was a difficult job but you 

would be mistaken. This engineering marvel was carefully planned so 

that the eager spectators could enter calmly and flow out in one 

continuous sea of people through one of the 80 arches (the entrances 

and exits) on each floor. Amazingly, it only took around 15 minutes 

to clear the Colosseum. Interestingly, the design was so successful 

that all modern-day arenas and stadiums replicate its efficiency. 
 

Once inside, as you stand within the Colosseum’s walls and look 

down upon the network of tunnels and now empty chambers you can 

almost hear the sounds of days of old...the roar of the exotic beasts 

(lions and bears, alligators and elephants), the cries of the prisoners 

and the clash of swords as the mighty gladiators practised their 

moves. As you look up, you can imagine the seats filled with excited 

spectators, the rich and powerful nobles in the lower tiers and the 

ordinary citizens in society at the very top. Shielding them all from 

the heat of the Roman sunshine you can even imagine a huge awning 

- very much like a modern day sail - that was unfurled outwards 

on huge wooden poles.  

 



 

 

If you close your eyes, feeling the heat of the sun on your eyelids, 

you can transport yourself back 2000 years and visualise yourself 

at a gladiatorial fight...will the Emperor save the gladiator from 

death by raising his thumb skywards or will he gesture to the ground 

and free the brave soul…..?  
 

If you carry on walking around, listening closely to your                      

modern-day phone guide, and you look closely enough, you may just 

see a sign from the past - a thumbprint in the cement perhaps or 

small indentations where one of the 30,000 workmen scratched their 

initials.  
 

The Colosseum is a place where you can sense the past. It oozes out 

of the crumbling stonework and fills you with a wonder and an awe 

so intense that you are held transfixed. Cries and cheers of                         

long-dead spectators still infuse the air - filling your body with the 

same excited feelings that they must have experienced all those years 

ago. Yet there is also another sensation to be felt, a more 

uncomfortable feeling, a sense that terrible things happened here all 

for the sake of entertainment.  

 

The Colosseum is a lasting legacy of the sheer power and dominance 

of the Roman Empire. It is a place of historical magic. A place where 

you can walk among ghosts of the past. So if you ever get a chance 

to visit this New Wonder of the World, just stand still and look and 

listen...maybe, just maybe, you might see a ghostly figure of a brave 

gladiator walking through the crumbling labyrinth of brickwork far 

far below… 


