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What is being thankful?

What are you thankful for?



This term….

This term we are going to be learning more about Zoe.

Can you remember who she is?

Zoe is Jewish.

She celebrates a festival called Sukkot. It is about being thankful.

• Sukkot commemorates the years that the Jews spent in the desert on their 
way to the Promised Land, and celebrates the way in which God protected 
them under difficult desert conditions.

• Sukkot is also known as the Feast of Tabernacles, or the Feast of Booths.

• It is normally celebrated in Autumn and lasts 7/8 days.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/beliefs/beliefs_1.shtml


How Zoe celebrates.

• The word sukkot means huts (some translations of the bible use the 
word booths), and building a hut (a sukkah) is the most obvious way 
in which Jews celebrate the festival.

• Every Jewish family will build an open air structure in which to live 
during the holiday. The essential thing about the hut is that it should 
have a roof of branches and leaves, through which those inside can 
see the sky, and that it should be a temporary and flimsy thing.

• A sukkah must also have at least two walls and part of a third wall. 
The roof must be made of plant materials (but they must have been 
cut from the plant, so you can't use a tree as the roof).



• Jews won’t always live in these huts for the whole festival, it depends 
on the climate where they live. People in cold countries may simply 
have their meals in the huts, but in warmer countries, Jewish people 
will often sleep out in their huts.



What is a Sukkah?

Zoe has been helping build a Sukkah at 
her Synagogue. She wants to build a 
Sukkah at home too using bamboo 
sticks and fabric.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p8VAOE
4LVQ

Watch this video of a family like Zoe’s 
building their Sukkah.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p8VAOE4LVQ


Activity- could you build your own Sukkah?
Maybe make it out of Lego or construction kits if 
you don’t have bamboo canes etc. to use outside.

I have attached a sheet 
that you could write the 
instructions of how you 
made it on. We will look 
next week at how Jewish 
decorated the inside.


