
                     Thurston CE Primary Academy 

Curriculum Overview Year 1 2020 - 2021 

 Autumn Term 
Oceans and Seas/ Celebrations 

Spring Term 
Buildings/ Giants, growing 

Summer Term 
Weather/Toys 

 WOW Experiences 
Pirate Day 

 

WOW Experiences 
Building a house workshop? 

 
Stand alone week on anniversary of Covid 
lockdown- link to history within lifetime. 

WOW Experiences 
School trip to House on the hill toy 

museum? 
 

English 
 
 
Story Time 
Phonics 

List of things found 
in the ocean (intro) 
(W) 
Describe a animal in 
the ocean, Facts 
about fish (animals) 
(W) 
 Create own fish, 
list of things you can 
do with fingers 
(Barry) (C) 
Character and 
setting descriptions 
(lighthouse keeper) 
(C) 
Senses, Posters  
(GBR) (P) (D) 
Pirate message in a 
bottle, Life on a 
island, label a pirate 
(pirates) (C) 
 

Retell Firework 
night story/ 
sequence (firework 
night) (W} 
 Facts about 
celebrations (Diwali) 
(D) (W) 
What we are 
thankful for. 
(thanksgiving) (W) 
(D) (C) 
Birthday invites/ 
thank you notes 
(birthdays) (W) 
Letter telling 
someone about 
Hanukah (Hanukah) 
(D) (W)  
Christmas letters/ 
nativity sequence 
(Christmas) (W) (D) 
(C) 

Make up own 3 little 
pig stories/ 
sequence (3 little 
pigs) (C) 
Create own house/ 
rooms. What does a 
house have, label a 
house (If I built a 
house) (C) (P) 
Building site- lists/ 
safety posters/ 
rules, List of 
materials needed. 
(Builders yard) (W) 
(P) 
What castles have, 
label a castle 
(castle) (W) (D) 
Write a letter about 
a trip to London, 
leaflet on London 
buildings (London)  
(C) (W) 

Write own giant 
story. 
Sequence stories. 
Label a giant and 
ourselves. 
Senses work- what 
does the giants 
senses do. Settings 
and descriptions of 
characters. (C) (P) 
(W) 
 
Move on to Jack 
and then Jasper and 
the beanstalk 
What does a plant 
need 
Record how the 
plants change. 
Instructions on how 
to plant a seed. (W) 
(P) (C) 
 

Weather poetry- 
read and write their 
own. (C) (W) 
 
A year with the 
wind- what else 
might wind do. (W) 
(C) 
 
Weather clothes- 
what we need when. 
(P) 
 
Information books 
about weather/ 
seasons. (W) 
 
 
 

Toy Story- what 
would our toys say 

if coming to life. (C) 
 

History of toys and 
how they have 

changed. 
(W) (C) 

 
Instructions on how 

toys work. 
Create your own toy 

story story with 
different 

characters. 
(W) (P) 



Compare London 
and Miss Liberty. 
(little Miss Liberty) 
(W) 

 
Spring fact book. 
(W) 
 
Easter retelling of 
story, Easter Poems 
(D) 
 

Whole class text –  
Lighthouse Keeper, The Night time pirates, 
How to be a pirate, Commotion in the 
ocean, Barry and the fish with fingers, 
Stickman, Non-fiction ocean books and 
different celebrations 

Whole class text – 
If I built a house, The house that was all 
alone 
3 little Pigs, Lady Liberty, Non fiction- 
building yard texts, London and Castles. 
Smartest giant in town, Greta and the 
gant, Jaspers Bean stalk, Jack and the 
beanstalk , Spring non-fiction, The Tiny 
Seed, Easter Story 
 

Whole class text – 
Weather Poems, A year with the wind, Non-
fiction weather books. 
Toy Story 

Maths 
(White Rose) 

Place Value: 
Count and order to 10 
Addition and subtraction to 10. 
Number bonds to 10. 
I more/ less 
Numbers to 20. 
Shape: 
Recognise and sort 2d and 3d shapes. 
 
(P) (W) 

Addition and subtraction within 20. 
Counting on 
Number bonds to 20 
Place value to 50 
Comparing numbers 
Counting in 2s and 5s. 
Measuring: 
Measuring length and height. 
Measuring weight and volume 
(P) (W) 

Number: 
Multiplication and Division 
Arrays, doubles, grouping, sharing. 
Counting in 10s. 
Fractions- ½ and ¼ 
Position and direction 
Place value within 100. 
Measurement: 
Money and Time 
(P) (W) 

Science Materials- best material for a boat/ animals- 
(identify, describe and group) 
 
Investigations- birthday problem.- colours 
(P) (W) (C) 

Materials/ investigations- what’s the best 
material for the job. 
 
Plants/Animals- identify and group. What a 
plant needs to grow. 
(W) (P) 

Weather 
 
Materials- what toys are made out of. 
(W) (P) 

Art Lighthouse Keepers display with ocean- 
fish collages (GBR) 
 
Firework pictures 
Birthday art. 
Christmas cards/ calendars/ decoration. 

Sketch of plants 
Giant pictures for display. (W) (C) 

Weather vanes, wind socks 
 
Different season window pictures. (C) (W)  
 
 



Cauliflower cards. (C) (D) (W) 
Computing Games/ 2 paint/ using a keyboard (C) (P) Beebots/ using word/docs/ Taking pictures 

with Chrome book/ ipad (P) (C) 
Word/ google./ copy and paste 
Scratch (P) (c) 

DT Make a boat with construction 
Pirate telescope 
(C) 
 

Design a building with parents? 
Using natural resources for 3 pig houses. 
(C) (P) 

Design and make a toy (C) (P) 

Geography Maps of school and treasure/ 
continents/oceans- name and discuss/ 
comparison of UK and Australia (BR) (W) 
(D) (C) (P) 
 

Other Countries- linked to Little Miss 
Liberty/ local area. (W) (P) (C) 

Weather- seasonal changes. (W) (P) 

History History of celebrations- thanksgiving/ 
Christmas/ Hanukah/ Diwali (W) (D) 

History- changes within living memory. 
Christianity. (W) (P) 

History of toys- Families favourite toys.  (C) 

Music Playing musical 
instruments/ shanty 
songs? 
 

Appraise songs/ 
Christmas Songs. 

    

P.E Team Building 
 
 

Gymnastics Dance Ball Games Athletic games Ball Games 

PSHE Same and Different/ 
PANTS (W) 
 
 

Special to me/ 
relationships (W) 

Drugs/ Stay Healthy Money (P) Keeping Safe (W) Looking after 
others and the 
world (W) 

R.E Belonging- 
Christianity 
 (D) 
 

Prayers/ Worship- 
Christianity (D) 

Parables- 
Christianity (D) 

Mitzvah- Judaism 
(D) 

Holy Spirit- 
Christianity (D) 

Prayer and worship- 
Judaismn  (D) 

SMSC / British 
Values 

Collective worship 
(Thankfulness) 
Harvest festival 
Young Minds - 
charity 

Collective worship 
(Trust) 
Advent/Christmas 
Christingle 
Nativity Play 
Bonfire night 
Remembrance Day 
School Council 
elections 
Children In Need  

Collective worship 
(Perseverance) 
Shrove 
Tuesday/Lent 
Covid lockdown 
anniversary 
 

Collective worship 
(Justice) 
Comic Relief 
Lent 
Easter 
World Book Day 
Mother’s Day 

Collective worship 
(Service) 
May Day 

Collective worship 
(Truthfulness) 
Social schools 
events- sports day/ 
assembly/ 
performance? 
Father’s Day 



 

 

 

Key: 

C=Creativity 

W=The World we live in 

D=Diversity 

PS=Problem Solving 

 


