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When is the school reopening? 

We are looking forward in welcoming all pupils back on Thursday the 3rd September 2020 

What time do I have to bring my child to school? 

Parents are being asked to bring their child/children to the appropriate designated areas ready for 

8:45am 

Where do I leave my child in the morning? 

EYFS pupils will be greeted at the side gate between the front office and the EYFS outdoor area. 

Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 pupils will be greeted on the top playground by their class teacher in a clear 

designated area.   

Year 5 Pupils will enter the school premises through the back Cavendish gate and enter school 

through the Year 5/6 door.  

Where do I collect my child from at the end of school? 

Pupils will be collected from the same area where they were dropped off in the morning. KS1 pupils 

at 3:25pm and KS2 pupils at 3:30pm 

Year 5 pupils to meet parents on the field or walk home keeping socially distanced.   

Where should I stand whilst waiting to collect my child? 

Parents will be asked to line up in a designated area parallel to their child’s class designated area 

keeping socially distanced from other parents.  

Do I leave through the same gate as I entered when dropping off / collecting my child? 

There will be a one way system for parents to enter and leave the school premises. Parents entering 

the school playground will do so through the top playground gate and leave via the back gate 

outside the Year 6 classroom.  

Which teacher should my child go to on their first day? 

Pupils will be expected to join their old class teacher on Thursday the 3rd and Friday the 4th of 

September. From the 7th September pupils will be with their new class teacher. 

Does my child need to wear school uniform? 

Yes, school uniform is expected to be worn and washed regularly to limit the risk of infection. 

What happens when my child has PE? 

We are asking all pupils to attend school in their PE kit on their designated PE days. Please ensure 

that sturdy PE shoes or trainers are worn to school, rather than plimsolls for outdoor PE. If plimsolls 

are required, send them in clearly names in a show bag also named. You will be notified of these 

days at the beginning of term. We ask pupils to have an appropriate tracksuit and outdoor wear for 

break times, weather appropriate.  

Will my child be sharing toilet facilities? 

Specific Teams / Bubbles have been allocated toilet facilities to prevent the mixing of Teams / 

Bubbles throughout the day. Toilet facilities will be cleaned regularly throughout the day following a 

strict cleaning regime. A maximum of two children from the Team / Bubble will be able to use the 

toilet facilities at one time.  

Do children have break time? 

Pupils will have the same amount of break time as they would have before the pandemic. To prevent 

the mixing of Teams / Bubbles break times will be staggered and areas of the playground will be 

allocated to a specific Team / Bubble.   
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Will hot dinners be on offer? 

Hot dinners will be available as normal but will follow the catering guidelines. Certain changes will 

take place but will not affect the meals on offer to the children.  

Where will my child eat their food? 

Children will eat their packed lunches in a classroom within their Team / Bubble supervised by a 

member of staff. Staggered times have been set for hot dinners which will be eaten in the hall. 

Can my child have a packed lunch box? 

Pupils can use a packed lunch box if they wish, with a cool pack. This will be kept in their bags during 

the day and not put in a specific area with other lunch boxes. Disposable lunch bags can also be used 

if preferred. 

Will my child be able to refill their water bottle? 

No. All water fountains have been turned off. Members of staff will fill individual water bottles up 

when required. 

Are parents expected to wear a mask in the school playground? 

Out of courtesy for staff members, who will be in contact with up to 30 + families, we ask parents to 

wear face masks whilst outside on the school playground. Face masks are to be worn whenever in 

the school building unless due to medical reasons you are exempt. 

Are parents expected to wear a face mask whilst talking to members of staff? 

Yes. 

Will staff be wearing masks? 

Following Government guidelines, staff are not expected to wear face coverings within the 

classroom but may choose to due to personal choice. Members of staff are advised to wear face 

coverings when meeting parents.  

Will there be any after school clubs? 

We are hoping to offer pupils a variety of after school clubs that will be attended by specific Bubbles 

/ Teams. 

Can my child bring their own bag to school? 

Yes. School bags will be kept in the classroom underneath your child’s desk or in the classroom / 

cloakroom area depending on the existing set up of the classroom. Pupils will be asked to keep all 

their belongings in their bag. School will provide all pencils and associated stationery; please do not 

send a pencil case with your child. 

Will the classroom be any different? 

There should be few surprises to the pupils other than the classroom tables may be set out 

differently. For KS2 classrooms, all tables will be facing forward following Government guidelines but 

everything else should look the same.  

Will there be the usual class assemblies, cake sales and church assemblies? 

During the first term back we will not be selling cakes or holding assemblies for parents. We will 

continually review our plans. 
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Will pupils gather in the hall for Collective Worship? 

Pupils will have a daily form of Collective Worship but not as a whole school. This will prevent the 

mixing of Teams / Bubbles. 

Blue Badge parking 

A temporary Blue Badge parking space will be created away from the front office area. The existing 

space will not be available to use due to the safety of the EYFS pupils at the beginning and end of the 

school day. 

Will hot snacks be on offer? 

There will be no hot snacks available for KS2 children at the moment. We ask that parents provide 

fruit as a snack for KS2 pupils. KS1 and EYFS pupils will continue to receive fruit and vegetables 

provided by the school. 

Will my child be able to bring a mobile phone? 

We only expect pupils in Year 5 and 6 to bring a mobile phone to school if they are walking too or 

from school without parental supervision. Unfortunately we will not be able to collect mobile 

phones in, so we will expect pupils to turn their mobile phone off and keep it in their bag. Bags will 

be kept in the classroom at all times and will be left at the owner’s risk. Thurston CE Primary 

Academy takes no responsibility for any loss of mobile phones. 

Can both parents drop off / collect their child? 

We are asking that only one parent is present on the school premises at a time to minimise the 

number of people present at the beginning and end of the school day. 

Will my child do Forest School? 

Parents of pupils who will be attending Forest School will receive further information at the 

beginning of term before they begin the sessions. Pupils will arrive at school in their Forest School 

clothes so that they will not have to change. Further details will be sent to the appropriate pupils. 

Bubbles mixing on the Thu/Fri during break times 

Measures have been put in place to make sure the mixing of bubbles will not happen during break 

times ready for when the pupils move into their new year group on Monday 7th September. 

Talk Partners 

Pupils will continue to be placed with a Talk Partner but their Talk Partner will be the same individual 

for the week across all subjects taught in class rather than different Talk Partners for different 

subjects. This will minimise the movement of pupils around the classroom.  

Is it clear where parents are expected to take their child to meet the teacher in the morning?  

Staff will be outside making sure that all parents are aware of where to drop off their child/children, 

entering and exiting through the appropriate gates. There are blue arrows painted on the floor and a 

yellow line / pathway indicating the correct route to take. 

Will I need to tell school if my child is self-isolating? 

School needs to be aware of any absence either through a telephone call or an email. For those 

parents who have travelled abroad and require to quarantine will need to notify the school with 

official documentation to prove the dates of travel. 
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What happens if we are late in the morning at drop off? 

If the gate is open and there is not a member of staff at the allocated year group area, please wait 

with your child and a member of staff will come and meet your child. If the gate is shut then please 

go to Reception and your child will be signed in before going to class. 

 

 

 


