
Kingfisher Class curriculum newsletter – Autumn Term 

2020 

 

Our topic this term is Oceans and Celebrations 

Collective Worship theme: Thankfulness and Trust. 

 

We try and make the transition from Early Years to Key Stage One as smooth as possible 

for the children. It can be hard for them to transition from having so much space in Wren 

class to just having the one classroom. You may find that your child is very tired these 

first few weeks, please make sure they have lots of time to relax at home! This year for 

the first time we are going to continue using Tapestry in Year 1 for some of our learning 

so keep your eyes peeled for new observations. 

 

Subject Content 

English We will be continuing to work on phonics by using a new phonic scheme called Story 

Time Phonics that uses books to help children remember new sounds. We will start 

to teach alternative spellings. We will focus on ensuring letters are formed 

correctly and will be building on the children’s writing skills, as well as extending 

their writing by teaching punctuation and emphasising finger spaces between words. 

We will talk about capital letters and lower case and hope to develop the children’s 

understanding of what to use, when. We will use a range of fiction and non-fiction 

texts, many of which will link with our topic.  We will also encourage shared and 

independent reading. The children will be read to in school and will read with an 

adult in school each week.   

Speaking 

and 

Listening 

We will be sending home Mr Ted this term. He will be being sent home on a Friday 

to spend the weekend with you. He must be returned on Monday so he can isolate/ 

have a bath before being sent out again. I understand that some families may not 

be happy to have Mr Ted in your homes at the moment. Please do let me know, 

quietly if need be and I will ensure I do not choose your child at the moment. Mr 

Ted is a brilliant and fun way to encourage children to build confidence talking in 

front of others and sharing parts of their life at home with us in school. 

Maths The children will have Maths every day. We will be working on place value to 10 and 

then 20 and solving addition and subtraction problems. We will also look a little bit 

at 2d and 3d shapes. A lot of our maths work will be very practical. 

Topic 

(Humanitie

s, Art, 

D.T, 

Science) 

Our topic is Oceans and Celebrations. The first half term we will be thinking about 

different oceans around the world including the coral reef and about animals that 

live there. We will be comparing our local seas to others and thinking about what 

fish need to survive and comparing them to other animals. 

After half term our theme is Celebrations, each week we will be looking at a 

different celebrations and linking to our own experiences, for example Guy Fawkes’, 

birthday’s, Diwali, Hanukkah, Christmas and thanks giving. We will be thinking about 

why people around the world celebrate these occasions. 

Music  Music will be taught through musical instruments this half term. The children will 

be listening to and playing percussion instruments. We are hoping that the guidance 

will change soon as that we will be able to learn new songs. 



P.E.  Our PE lessons will take place outside for as long as we can. We will be developing 

our team game skills and working together. The children will then move onto aspects 

of gymnastics which will be taught in the hall. P.E. will be on Tuesday. Please send 

children in in appropriate p.e. clothes for all weathers as they will be in them all 

day. 

ICT ICT is embedded in the curriculum and we try to reinforce skills from all subjects 

with activities on the computers. We will be using 2paint and developing keyboard 

skills to write sentences. 

R.E. Our theme is Christianity. Our focus for this half term is ‘Belonging’. We will be 

thinking about places where we belong and learning about religious ceremonies such 

as baptisms and christenings. After half term we will be looking at why Christians 

pray to God. 

Useful reminders and information:  
 Home Learning: a homework book will be sent home every other Friday and the children 

have over a week to complete the tasks. Please get involved in your child’s learning by 

reading instructions to them, helping them where appropriate, playing games and 

commenting on the sheet. The tasks will aim to reinforce learning that has taken place in 

class and should be completed and returned to school by Monday of the second week.  

 Reading books should be in school every day; however we will be changing all reading 

books on a Monday to ensure that books are then isolated in line with government 

guidelines.  We aim to hear your child read independently at least once each week and we 

will be sending home 5 books each week 

 PE will be on Tuesdays. No earrings at school on these days please! If children are 

wearing earrings they will have tape put on them to avoid injury. 

 Please make sure every item of clothing that is brought to school is named.  

 This term, Year 1 are lucky enough to do Forest Schools on Friday afternoons. Mrs Miles 

will be in touch about this, she takes half the class at a time and they must wear old 

clothes in school on Fridays if they are doing Forest Schools. They need long sleeves and 

trousers to protect them from nettles, bugs etc. The children will need wellington boots 

in school on these days.  

 

Please feel free to approach us if there is anything you would like to discuss. Mornings are fine 

for quick queries, but for anything else we will happily make an appointment after school.  

 


